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to try to make the American Senate correspond to the British
House of Lords, as some of the delegates appeared to wish. The
institution of nobility in Great Britain, as elsewhere, was ancient
The House of Lords had become, through a long course of his-
tory, "a Legislative balance between the inordinate power of the
Executive and the people.*9 America had no such institution, and
no need to create it Among Americans there were "fewer dis-
tinctions of fortune & less of rank, than among the inhabitants of
any other country." Probably not a hundred men in all the
Continent were rich enough to be "esteemed rich in Europe.'*
Large fortunes could not be kept together by the right of
primogeniture. Relative equality of wealth among the people
promised to continue for a long time. So with equality of civil
rights. "Every member of the Society almost, will enjoy an equal
power of arriving at the supreme office & consequently of direct-
ing the strength & sentiments of the whole Community."
The British constitution might be, as Pinckney said he believed
it was, "the best constitution in existence," but it would not and
could not be "introduced into this Country, for many centuries.
. . . Our true situation appears to me to be this.—a new exten-
sive Country containing within itself the materials for forming
a Government capable of extending to its citizens all the blessings
of civil & religious liberty—capable of making them happy at
home. This is the great end of Republican Establishments." In
Great Britain there were three elements to be considered in the
constitution; the king, the peers, and the people. In America
there were only the people. "Our government must be made
suitable to the people, and we are perhaps the only people in
the world who ever had sense enough to appoint delegates to
establish a general government"
On June 27 the Virginia provision for the right of suffrage in
the first branch of the national legislature came again before
the Convention. At once Martin of Maryland was on his feet,
to speak that day till he was exhausted-and the bored house
adjourned—and then to continue the day after. He spoke, accord-
ing to Madison, "with much diffuseness and considerable vehe-
mence"; according to Ellsworth, with "eternal volubility." Both

